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The John Cralp Iouse
Hear Freehold, Ionmoutn Counby, New Jersey

Ovners: Hr, and ¥Ers, Samuel . Cowart

Dates of Lrection: 1704-~1717 for minor unit;
1747 for major unit

Architects: Unlmown

Sullders: Joln Crailg (d. 1724) and Samuel Cralg
(1708-1747)

Prosent uondﬁtion' ofi,lrul, unaltered :
Hunber of ﬁaorl fne an ;¢~c"1¢,two and one=hall with part
Haterlals of Constru tilon s
Poundetion - tono magonrey
Exterior walls - tTimber frame, bhrick filled,
sheathed oy original round-butt shingles
on north front and by clapboards over which
are modern shingles on east, west and part
of north front
Interior walls ~ double framed timber party
wall, bwrick fillled, between the two units,
and plank partitions beaded or plastered
Chimneys -~ brick, bullt into inside of gable
end walls
Hoof = gable and leanto, modern wood shingled
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Historical Datas

The following cuoted reference to an histor] c?l
event comncceted with thils house wes rublished in 1904

"There 1o an interesting trudntlcﬁ connected with the old
Jonn Cralg farmbhouse now owned by Simuel Cralg Covard and
Inoch T, CO&&?L, the locotion of vmicn ig shown on the

ﬁan of the Pattle Ground in this chapter, Jokn C“awg vas

the American Army on the day of the battle (of Normoubh,

20 June 1778), and left his wife and his one ch:ild Amelia
and two slaves at the old Ifarmhousc. As soon as krs. Cralg

(a2} e Be Symmes, Ilistory of the CGld Tennent Church,
1804, ¢, 108
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heard the I r1tlsh wero 1ilkely to join batile
with ths Americean forces near the old farm,
she pacied her nouschold goods in Two wagons
and wit“ er ehild and btuo slaves rode toward
Uprer IFreshold in the direction from which the
Qritiu“ Army had come, thus expecting to avoild
molestation. Defcre leaving the fazmhouse sh

teool ier silver and vloeing it in a ifettle, sunk
it in the opeﬁ vell,—wmem— e The iron Leiitlc

ig now in possession of lr, Samuel ¢, Cowart of
Preehold, uLo is a great prandson of Johp Crolps.
This L arm nhas been in poosesslo“ of L, Covqfu
and his maternal ancestors for two nmundréd yearc.
The house 1g located aboubt one mile west of
Freenold, nser Leortchorne's T111l, A mucer of
Sritish scldiers vere buried Loeilk of the house.
Lord Stirling's artillery was placed on the Tigh
slece of ground on the wcstorly gside of the farm,
and there is a tradition that two comnon of the
Britishw ere sunk in the meadow in the retreat
from the Dot ']c. The map of Monmouth Battlelleld
nentioned apoea pnoglite roge 104, and shiows
a rovse rarvied "Jonn Cralg. Eritls“ Losnitalh,
on the north side of o bLrook, belns ovvioucly the
rouse Yewe surveyed,

The Lldentifi
sunseguent ovners of t 3 !
documenvary evidence o en Tound wossitle hy
scarch of title made in tliec Couwnty records and ls
reported as Tollovis:

cotion of The orvlisinal and
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Sy deed of 4 oy 1704, Allen Zolovell
of Freehold ownshln, lloniou th County, conveyced ©o
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John Graig(o) of Afmboy, HMiddlegex County, &
trect of Jand "being sert of a farm that 4id
halong to James Jonnston, and one headland of
JhL;SU an Cheen, mnurchnsed of lLier hy James
Jolnmsten, adjocent te the sald farm at Topensmery
in Freehold Townshic, describing the first tract
Thus:

{(b) I a 1list of 54 names of —eorsong immorted from
1. f P )

(1R8]

ScctW'nd
Tedlll Capy
1::1' A and
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2 Amboy in Decomber 1685 by Tord
ciose of Johin, Jaﬂeu, Lrehi-
thu 1lbt being recerded in
' records (2bstract

nuc? i He dead of 11
. . “ - - . . .7 4.5
e 105 Jeneral ol the

Lo Jenn Crels

soeth Shulb

ves evidently
in Freoehold
election Toburns

end John (rolge

srovinee of oot o

L liddlesex County,

ci eritan River {(Ibid. XKL,
i U"me tract excihanged in ?
seribed 1n the tbext abe

h2 Cebe, 1003 phiored Jobmn !

£ i

s for Perth Amboey In Bl 2l Acgsemily of
_Provinge {(1ui8d. 199). 13 0 Pec. 1655, W,
o 0 Loaoon corw.v.l v of Viddlesex

CuMMua & "”b Lonumouti Coes
pounded . by W T‘; ﬁ et ?g‘ ;>OU«“060 ook,

ond e by lond not laid Lid.221) and thoe said
‘ Co.y conveyed the

(. L

Sane  vo 10 spme 1702
{(Inid, J n1g had om 0 Froeliold N
Tine C0ey By My odn wi wear e and others vpnlled
to tiwe court I vogis I 5cots keeting House
near Topa S "
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eginning on the North brool alb the east corner
oi" thnt Tir eb) late of smald Johnsten and running
UD Tl rook Z2 chin ¢:s, thence coutiiicst by wWest
1 1 1, Chence nord *'«st B crhl 22 chainsg
ut HLUL DYy we al e line of
. d 3 T n

A& AT

thzence down the
caly Lree maried
sovoulb Zgst northesst by ; s
& h0170” betwint two snall risings of ground to o
standins on Lhe north slﬁe of tﬂe Path vicich
0as f“cm sold Johnstont!s »d the falle of
5 ; Loriout o C-Z'- o l:f“
Sl'}.O.JLJ. I .
boll, thie cours

L)

nence north ?y ! ins o =
the Torth ?ﬂou aloy g
the brook 25 ¢ cre 114

WJ 7 L,
y soid
soublwest
1, mnooting

of the two brocks, ond ruacing dovn along the brook

noprtlk nortiviest 32 chwlns tTonca cuut northesst

s tlhence zsouth uoutmeua U5 ehedns to a

hance d@ﬂ“LﬁnbidOuk g T 1t Dhegan,
cut

bounded s * thie brook, cnd weatl
and north oy ﬁ;c Said fawm the ccyeeage not stated,
This tract 1ls conveyed to Jobn frely in exelhnmnge
for his 100 seves of lend on the banl of Rariiton
Civer, in the tom o T bov {On whieh Te wvas
tien residing, anpur 3 ntec, Joln CAﬁ'g,

i3 - -
must hove bulll g scuze Belween the jyears 1704-170C on
tﬁ troet thus cecuilved, ¢ Dad removed to Ul totmellp

in LLU_{: Rl

1717, the grontec
Uonmoutin Sonnty,
ceaveyed to b o of the sapme Tlace,
for 100 Pounds .G , cre L dugll®,
and the ofrer web, whicha "Tere ascisned To ne Dy deed
OJ. 13—011 (}\.110\- ! c,\.uutf' ‘C\JOCE-'

\J
gt ien " 0
JONn C;.'&lg, ot
.
3
s
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Hoving thus transfcrred hils homestead
famm to hils son Avchibhald in 1717, Joimn Cralys
the enigreant progenlitor of 13 femily being
3till of Treekola, and supposedly ro<101p“ w*t
the son, made his flll on & Cetober 1721 (Erovod 27
Hovember 1724) in which he devised persoual pronerty
only to his sons Jonwes @qﬂ Archinald, and to hisg

sranddaughter Uﬁﬂu7a, da ter o Hlisha Parler late
of AWDoY, merciit., and a;

ointved the son ArchLumld

as exccubor. The inventory of Hhe persconal estatc
amounbted to sowe 15 Pounds, the ltems listed ilnclud-
ing & ®ible, locking glaw? sermon Dook, & psalter

and a bond for 110 Poundsic) fOOdLlj Jorm Cralg,

wio is thus novmn to rave ULCQ 1721=1724, was boricd In
the old Scots graveyard (”v wags his son Arehibdgl d),

the silte of the original Presbylhberian méetling house of
1692, choul two m*lup nortinrest Tovonocmus, vwhich was
gucceceded in 1320 by thie Tennent Church some Live

miles south thereol and vear Tis farrm,

‘L..r.

.
Arehibeld? C““lg,(O)Of Prechold Townshin,
son and grantee of John Cralg as abovesald, in his
willl datcd 25 xobruqry 1700/7 and proved 24 April

1751, after malking devises to bils wife Ha ary and
chilldren viz., John, ﬁllWﬁqm, Ursule formon widow,
Sarah wife of Joim “ﬂoﬁ“”Oﬂ, Honnelr wife of William

Kal
L

Crawiord, Mary wile of re cr G 1d( Cotherine wifle
of John 310"4, and Bligaboeth w Joim Gordon,

a3 also to hig Urand c;'Wqun Waltey and Ilnrgaret Kerrno,
and Joip, E1izabeth, Ursula and lary (Uﬁe childron of
iig occc sed son Soruel Coalg), mekes this becuest

gt Ty suble In Wad.
’Li
a 13, and, came with
T v ¥ : ghold Twp. 1704
end died & Lamxeh 1751 aged 73 wrs.; bils wife Mary
Craie 1ot Tlove 1752 aged €¢; both Lurled =t 0ld Scots

Cemetery near Topancma g, now in llarlborocugin Twh,.
(Symmes, cited supra, pp. 462-3).
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"rterne-—---1 give and bequcath unbo my gran
Johin Cialg, son of 3mmmel Cralg decsased, sll
tiat bract of land vhich wag granted nto me by
Deed of male by my father, John Craig, 2 85
V17" {ceve sbove iestator olso devises the land
ol the ncerth side of 3Ipobiavoed Srook as granted
by Lis father by deed of 2 Anril 1702, tﬂo lots

hthrooL

‘.:)O

at Uiddletown Foint "where the 1undin" ish, also
land bought of Jacob Subtphin 24 Anril IV”Wz .

The 7HJChuU“y of Iig verooncl estlbe was talien on
27 April 1751, valued alt 330 Pounds, thie items
inecluding boocks and pamp?l?ts at & Pounds and
o negrees ot 85 Pounds &7,
Jonns C?ﬁ”(f) son of Samuelg Craiég)

and devigce of tls uncest ral homestead in 1751
ags abovesald, held the same and by his will of
18 December 101‘, as Jonn Creig 3S2. of Freehold
Townshivp, devised "To my beloved con Jonathan
Urailg one-nelf ef the farm or plantation vhere I
pow live, to be divided according do quenfity an

ail%g...........TD my beloved Caughiers, umrj
and A-@lﬁe, share and stare alike, to thelr heirs
and as Sl”ﬂb, the Termining lulf of' tie plantation
on viieh ¥ now live, forever”,

Tt
L ]

(c) Avstract of will and inventory sre nub in ..

Arveclhifives XHXIL, 77.

(£} Jokn Craig d. 11 July 1824 in 8%tk vr., his wife
Ann 11 dlarel: 1024 in 86th yr., ner oro aveastones in
0ld Scots cem., D niles north of Tnnnent Church, I
chilldren 28 nomed in is willl and In the deod of 23
Decs 1339, clted in the bext ahove, were 3

T“I L

]

- o e =] AR oA o o7 Tonmakns way e
Jonathan wio 4, 10 Apr. 1840 aged 73, Iary wi

e
Senb. 1020, apned 55 unme, and Anellia Govne, Do
Sym:es, i stor of Gld Tennent (hureh, 1004, . 268).
(g) S ermiel” Gr&lc de 17 Yov, 1748, aged %0-5-14, mor,
i) Zlccpsc dated 8 ov. 1736 Certrude Wavd (who mor,
endly, 1747 v, Bombton, widr.) and had obildren
vize, Samuel (?), Joan svovessid, Willion &, 1743,

Ursilia and Lary, and of wvhom exc. Shmel were hagntlsed
in Tennent Froeoshryterian Churoh (Jvhnou, clitved in {(d), D
263). 'Whe inventory of the ecstate of Sanuvel Crailp of
Homms (0., dectd, vnteuuato, Ltolrent 3 b, 7?ﬂo/ﬁ, smounted
to some 493 Pounds veluntlon, thie Ivony incl, 2 negro 0w,
gilver btonkard, instruaments and moterisels for neliing clocks
and wotches, and materlals for finishing o new house, as
listed by the widow Gerbtrude Crals and others (l.0. arciives

*

o
X, 121). This last item may rofer to the main unit of the
house nere survoyed.
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One of the two daughiters and deviaecu,
Maxry Cr aib, having died unmarried, her surviving
rother nd neirs, Jonathan and Samuel Cralg,
apave thelr deed of &3 December 1836 cuiteloiming
thelr inberest in ker ghare of their father, John
Cralg's estate, to the other sister Amclia iLowne.
In this transaction, a Vest Farm of 107, an Bash
Feym of 37, and a Iilddle Ferm of 154 acres were

Sy Geed of 17 Toveatier 1u02, Anna 1,
Souart describing ?w“sclf as sole cir of hor
mother Amelia Zowne (nvovesald), with her hushand
mrnoch L. Cowart of Freehold Townshlp, conveyed
to thelr son Hamuel . Cowart the East E“rn By a
decd of 25 January 13¢0, the ssid iAnna MHaria Cowartb,
vidow, ol Ireehold, conveyed also tlie West larm to
her son, oand by deed of 15 June 18083, Znoch L. Cowart
and wife Mary &,, of isbury Fark, conveysd to I
the "Hidole farm', of 104 acreg on winleh stands th
veoncrable horestead rerve censidered, The said Samel
Ce Cowart cnd wife dFlerence L., of Freehold, remain
oiners €. ercolf at the time of cur survey of tlie houge
in 1839, Lt 1t is occuwled by negro tenanta,

w
w7
e
B
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Architectural Analysis:

Covicusly the older vart of thlis ! ouse
ig the leccer wnit wiiler we L"ve LuaAUnOd to John
Cralg 1704-1717., In the haeclr room of this 1t ls
clear (frem the fact of the now useless passase
door bo the main wvalt belng directly over the open
stalrwell) that the Tloor has been removed and
excavatlon nade bO trensform the room into 1ts
nresent use as o M"eold ecllar®, The ~rilled
vindows tioere were sct abt that tlne to “emlaco

the ariginel and wider vilndows vhose jJambs are
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Face B

A

still apparent on the inside of the wall., The
lesnto was a. subsecuent addition, bullt against
he end wvall vhose clspboeard covering still
appears in the shed tius formed, Plmterials
for o new house” were liabted in the inventory
of' Sarmuel Cralp deccased 1747 and we have
accordingly assigned the main unit ©To aim.

Pibliography:

Searcn of title In the ILand and
Frobate records of IZonmouth County
and in those of the Frovineial
3ecretary (nowr deposited with the
bocgeﬁar; of ot”ﬁe) by Forrest T
Harpgrove, l.heleo. ubstraciocr,
report received 16 January 1940
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supervising Hisgtoria




